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Wall St Week Ahead-Middle East developments set to sway US stocks as inflation data adds wrinkle
• Investors will seek signs in the coming week of how sprawling the war in the Middle East will become and how much it will

disrupt energy supplies, as they chew over fresh inflation data.
• U.S. stocks swung sharply following the Middle East escalation, leaving the benchmark S&P 500 down 2% for the week. The Cboe

Volatility Index, Wall Street's most-watched gauge of investor anxiety, on Friday hit its highest level in nearly a year.
MIDEAST STOCKS-Saudi extends rally on energy-led gains; Qatar slips
• Saudi Arabia's stock market closed higher on Sunday, extending its rally into a fifth session, with energy stocks leading the

advance, while Qatar's index edged lower as investor sentiment remained pressured by the escalating war in the region.
• Saudi Arabia's benchmark index climbed 2.1%, with all of its constituents posting gains, led by energy and materials stocks. The

Qatari benchmark slipped 0.1%. Egypt’s blue-chip index slid 1.6%, with most stocks declining.
Saudi Arabia raises Arab Light April OSP for Asia
• Saudi Arabia, the world's biggest oil exporter, set the April Arab Light crude oil official selling price to Asia at $2.50 a barrel above

the Oman/Dubai average, up from the previous month, Saudi Aramco said in a statement.
• The March OSP for Arab Light crude was set at parity with the Oman/Dubai average, down from a premium of $0.30 a barrel in

February. Aramco's April Mediterranean OSP for Arab Light was set at a $2.65 premium to ICE Brent, up from a $0.85 discount
the prior month.

Oil prices surge 20% as expanding US-Israeli war with Iran cuts supplies from Mideast
• Oil prices surged about 20% on Monday, hitting their highest since July 2022, as the expanding U.S.-Israeli war with Iran led

some major Middle Eastern oil producers to cut supplies and on fears of prolonged disruption to shipping through the Strait of
Hormuz chokepoint.

• Brent crude futures rose as much as $18.35, or 19.8%, to $111.04 a barrel and were up 16.4%, at $107.93 on Monday.
PRECIOUS-Gold prices fall on firmer dollar, dimming rate-cut hopes
• Gold fell about 2% on Monday, as a stronger U.S. dollar weighed on the greenback-priced bullion, while higher energy costs

fueled inflation concerns and further dimmed the prospects for near-term reductions in interest rates.
• Spot gold was down 1.7% at $5,082.51 per ounce. U.S. gold futures for April delivery were down 1.4% at $5,099.40.



Date Time Currency Forecast

9-Mar 11:00 EUR Industrial Orders MM -4.5%
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE TRANSFER RATES as of 9th March 2026 - 08:30 AM

Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait K.S.C.P.

Treasury - UAE Treasury - DIFC

Abu Baker Al Siddique Rd - Al Khabaisi Level 22, Emirates Financial Towers, North Tower

P.O. Box 1719 Dubai, UAE P.O. Box 507162 Dubai, UAE

Tel: +971 4-6075 643 Fax: +971 4-2684 445 Tel: +971 4-6075 641 Fax: +971 4-2684 445

Reuters Code: ALBD Bloomberg Code: ALBD Reuters Code: ABDI Bloomberg Code: ABKD

DISCLAIMER
Please note that the above data is derived in good faith, the information provided in this report is collated from publicly available data. The information 
used and statements are not guarantees, warranties or representations and Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait K.S.C.P (“ABK”) nor any of its affiliates has made any 
independent verification as to the accuracy or completeness of any information herein. ABK assumes no responsibility or liability for short-term or long-
term decisions made by anyone based on the analysis included in this report.
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Please note that the above rates are subject to market fluctuations. To obtain special rates on FX transactions, please contact:
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ABK-DIFC's Treasury at 6075641 or at treasurydifc@abkuwait.com.
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