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US STOCKS-Wall St rises as yields ease, Moderna lifts healthcare stocks
• The main U.S. stock market indexes closed modestly higher on Wednesday, as easing government bond yields boosted risk

appetites while a dramatic rally in shares of vaccine-maker Moderna drove gains in the healthcare sector.
• The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 119.65 points, or 0.22%, to 53,463.05, the S&P 500 gained 16.22 points, or 0.21%, to

7,707.98 and the Nasdaq Composite gained 41.38 points, or 0.16%, to 26,331.09.
Dollar hugs three-month lows as Treasury seeks to sooth the bond market
• The U.S. dollar nursed steep losses, hovering near three-month lows as investors digested measures announced by U.S.

Treasury Department to help calm the bond market that had seen long-end yields hit their highest since 2007.
• The dollar index, which measures the U.S. currency against six other units, was at 98.938, around its lowest level since mid-

May. The euro was at $1.1676, perched at the highest level since late May.
Oil prices steady as investors assess US-Iran war outlook
• Oil prices steadied in early trade on Thursday as investors assessed the outlook for the U.S.-Iran war and the security of

shipping through the Strait of Hormuz.
• Brent crude futures for October delivery rose 25 cents, or 0.3%, to $91.87 a barrel while U.S. West Texas Intermediate

crude futures for September slipped 2 cents to $85.81 a barrel. The more active October WTI contract gained 14 cents, or
0.2%, to $84.53.

PRECIOUS-Gold retreats after scaling over 2-month peak on US Treasury move
• Gold fell on Thursday, as investors booked profits after prices climbed to a more-than-two-month peak following a surprise

U.S. Treasury liquidity-support announcement for long-duration bonds that weakened the dollar and pushed Treasury
yields lower.

• Spot gold slipped 0.6% to $4,495.69 per ounce. Earlier, it was at $4,525.79, its highest since June 2, after a more than 4%
advance on Wednesday. U.S. gold futures rose 0.2% to $4,553.30.



Date Time Currency Forecast

20-Aug 09:00 EUR Producer Prices MM 0.7%

20-Aug 09:00 EUR Producer Prices YY 2.7%

20-Aug 15:30 USD Initial Jobless Clm 210k

20-Aug 15:30 USD Philly Fed Business Indx 25

20-Aug 15:30 USD Cont Jobless Clm 1.79Mn
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE TRANSFER RATES as of 20th August 2026 - 08:30 AM
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TREASURY CONTACTS

Please note that the above rates are subject to market fluctuations. To obtain special rates on FX transactions or Fixed Deposits, please contact ABK's 
Treasury at 2290 6789 or at TCD@abkuwait.com.

Please note that the above data is derived in good faith, the information provided in this report is collated from publicly available data. The information 
used and statements are not guarantees, warranties or representations and Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait K.S.C.P (“ABK”) nor any of its affiliates has made any 
independent verification as to the accuracy or completeness of any information herein. ABK assumes no responsibility or liability for short-term or long-
term decisions made by anyone based on the analysis included in this report.
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