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Wall St Week Ahead-Inflation in focus for markets jostled by Middle East war signals
• A fresh read on inflation and initial company results next week could start to show the Middle East war's effects on the U.S.

economy and corporate America, as investors hope to start moving past a conflict that has consumed markets.
• The S&P 500 posted a gain in the holiday-shortened week, snapping a five-week streak of losses. The benchmark index earlier in

the week closed its worst-performing quarter since 2022, weighed down since late February by the war and the resulting surge
in energy prices.

MIDEAST STOCKS-Most Gulf stocks subdued amid escalating conflict
• Most Gulf equities were subdued on Sunday as investors weighed escalating regional tensions following Iranian strikes on

petrochemical facilities in the UAE, Kuwait and Bahrain.
• In Qatar, the index dropped 0.7%, with the country's biggest lender Qatar National Bank losing 0.6%, while Doha Bank plunged

6.9% as the lender traded ex-dividend. Boursa Kuwait lost 0.4% and the Bahraini index fell 0.5%.
UAE non-oil private sector growth slows to near four-year low in March, PMI shows
• The United Arab Emirates' non-oil private sector activity expanded at its weakest pace in nearly four years in March as the

Middle East conflict hit demand and disrupted supply chains, a business survey showed on Friday.
• The seasonally adjusted S&P Global UAE Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) fell to 52.9 in March from 55.0 in February, the

lowest level since July 2025, although still in growth territory.
Oil prices rise as US-Israeli war with Iran continues to disrupt supply
• Oil prices climbed on Monday on continuing fears of supply losses because of shipping disruptions in the key Middle East

producing region from the U.S.-Israeli war with Iran.
• Brent crude futures rose $1.71, or 1.6%, to $110.74 a barrel. U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude futures gained $0.71, or 0.6%,

to trade at $112.25 per barrel.
PRECIOUS-Gold falls as Iran war, robust US jobs data dim Fed rate-cut hopes
• Gold prices fell on Monday, pressured by a stronger dollar as elevated oil prices on the back of a protracted Iran war and

stronger-than-expected U.S. jobs data dampened hopes for interest rate cuts by the Federal Reserve.
• Spot gold slipped 0.9% to $4,631.69 per ounce, while U.S. gold futures for April delivery lost 0.5% to $4,657.50.



Date Time Currency Forecast

6-Apr 18:00 USD ISM N-Mfg PMI 55

7-Apr 3:30 JPY All Household Spending MM 2.6%

7-Apr 3:30 JPY All Household Spending YY -0.7%

7-Apr 11:45 EUR HCOB Services PMI 50.8

7-Apr 11:45 EUR HCOB Composite PMI
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE TRANSFER RATES as of 6th April 2026 - 08:30 AM

Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait K.S.C.P.

Treasury - UAE Treasury - DIFC

Abu Baker Al Siddique Rd - Al Khabaisi Level 22, Emirates Financial Towers, North Tower

P.O. Box 1719 Dubai, UAE P.O. Box 507162 Dubai, UAE

Tel: +971 4-6075 643 Fax: +971 4-2684 445 Tel: +971 4-6075 641 Fax: +971 4-2684 445

Reuters Code: ALBD Bloomberg Code: ALBD Reuters Code: ABDI Bloomberg Code: ABKD

DISCLAIMER
Please note that the above data is derived in good faith, the information provided in this report is collated from publicly available data. The information 
used and statements are not guarantees, warranties or representations and Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait K.S.C.P (“ABK”) nor any of its affiliates has made any 
independent verification as to the accuracy or completeness of any information herein. ABK assumes no responsibility or liability for short-term or long-
term decisions made by anyone based on the analysis included in this report.
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Please note that the above rates are subject to market fluctuations. To obtain special rates on FX transactions, please contact:
ABK-UAE's Treasury at 6075643 or at treasuryuae@abkuwait.com.
ABK-DIFC's Treasury at 6075641 or at treasurydifc@abkuwait.com.
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